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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed 6/1 3/2006 has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-14, and 16-28 have been canceled. 

3. Claims 29-36 have been added. 

4. Claims 29-36 are now pending. 

5. The applicants arguments with respect to claims 29-36 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the following new grounds of rejection. 



Response to Amendment 

6. All claims now pending are new. The new independent claims represent a change in 
scope as they include limitations not previously presented. 



Claim Objections 

7. Claims 35 and 36 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 35 states "the second category of telephone numbers" at lines 14-15. In 
accordance with the applicant's specification and other claims, it appears as though this is 
a typographical error and should be "the first category." For the purpose of applying 
prior art it will be assumed that claim 35 states "the first category of telephone numbers" 
at lines 14-15. 

• Claim 36 makes claim to "the image communication method according to Claim 34." 
However claim 34 does not recite a method and therefore claim 36 cannot be dependent 
on it. For the purpose of applying prior art it will be assumed that claim 36 refers to the 
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method of transmitting images according to Claim 35. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 29-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kamiyama 
et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,674,541), hereinafter referred to as Kamiyama, in view of Thornton 
et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,363,065), hereinafter referred to as Thornton. 

10. Kamiyama disclosed a method for transmitting facsimile data between facsimile devices 
via an Internet protocol network that uses IP addresses corresponding to telephone numbers of 
the facsimile devices. In an analogous art, Thornton disclosed a network communication system 
with improved telephony gateways for automatically routing telephone calls (voice, data, 
facsimile, etc.) over a data network. 

1 1 . Concerning claims 29 and 35, Kamiyama did not explicitly state two separate categories 
of telephone numbers. Since Kamiyama does teach an address translation table, it would be a 
clear extension of his system to provide a separate table with the same functionality for any 
separate category of telephone numbers. Furthermore, Thornton does explicitly disclose two 
separate categories of telephone numbers and two separate tables for storing the data as his 
system utilizes an internal routing table and an external routing table. It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system of Kamiyama by adding the ability to utilize two separate categories of telephone 
numbers as provided by Thornton. Here the combination satisfies the need for a system that 
transmits facsimile data between facsimile apparatuses which can improve transmission quality 
of the facsimile data on an IP network. See Kamiyama, column 1 , lines 40-47. This rationale 
also applies to those dependent claims utilizing the same combination. 

12. Concerning claim 33, Kamiyama did not explicitly state storing the address translation 
table in the facsimile device or moving the functionality of address translation from the gateway 
to the facsimile device. However, the distribution of network services in a communications 
network was well known in the art at the time of the applicant's invention. It was known that 
various services or processes could be accomplished by various devices in the network or 
distributed across various devices in the network without changing the overall functionality or 
purpose of the network itself. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Kamiyama by storing the address 
translation table in the facsimile device or by otherwise moving the functionality of address 
translation from the gateway to the facsimile device. 

13. Thereby, the combination of Kamiyama and Thornton discloses: 
• <Claim 29> 

An image communication system comprising: a plurality of image communications 
apparatuses, each of which possessing a telephone number belonging to a first category 
of telephone numbers, a telephone number belonging to a second category of telephone 
numbers and a corresponding network address (Kamiyama, figure 1, items 1-31, 1-32, 1- 
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41, 1-42); a first address supplying device storing telephone numbers belonging to the 
first category of telephone numbers, the corresponding network address of each one of 
the plurality of image communications apparatuses and a relationship between each one 
the telephone numbers belonging to the first category of telephone numbers and each one 
of the corresponding network addresses (Kamiyama, figure 1, item 1-4 and column 5, 
lines 20-23, and Thornton, column 35, lines 56-63); a second address supplying device 
storing telephone numbers belonging to the second category of telephone numbers, the 
corresponding network address of each one of the plurality of image communications 
apparatuses and a relationship between each one of the telephone numbers belonging to 
the second category of telephone numbers and each one of the corresponding network 
addresses (Kamiyama, figure 1, item 1-4 and column 5, lines 20-23, and Thornton, 
column 35, lines 56-63); and a judging section included in each of the plurality image 
communications apparatuses, said judging section included in one of the plurality of 
image communications apparatuses determining whether a telephone number input to the 
one of the plurality of image communications apparatuses belongs to the first category of 
telephone numbers or to the second category of telephone numbers, and directing the 
input telephone number to the first address supplying device or to the second address 
supplying device based on the determination (Thornton, column 30, line 44 through 
column 31, line 7), said first or said second address supplying device providing the 
corresponding network address of the input telephone number to the one of the plurality 
of image communication apparatuses (Kamiyama, column 2, lines 34-43). 
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• <Claim 30> 

The image communication system of claim 29, wherein each of the plurality of image 
communications apparatuses, the first address supplying device and the second address 
supplying device are operably connected together by a computer network (Kamiyama, 
figure 1). 

• <Claim31> 

The image communications system of claim 29, wherein each of the plurality of image 
communications^apparatuses are connected to an outside telephone network and possess 
an outside telephone number for communication therethrough (Thornton, column 16, 
lines 60-67). 

• <Claim 32> 

The image communications system of claim 29, wherein each of the plurality of image 
communications apparatuses are connected to an inside telephone network and possess an 
inside telephone number for communication therethrough (Thornton, column 16, lines 
47-59). 

• <Claim 33> 

The image communications system of claim 29, wherein the function of at least one of 
the first address supplying device and the second address supplying device is 
incorporated in at least one of the plurality of image communications apparatuses 
(obviousness as discussed in paragraph 12 above). 
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• <Claim 34> 

The image communications system of claim 29, wherein the first category of telephone 

* 

numbers corresponds to a outside telephone numbers and the second category of 
telephone numbers corresponds to inside telephone numbers (Thornton, column 35, lines 
56-63). 

• <Claim 35> 

A method of transmitting images between a plurality of image communications 
apparatuses, each of the plurality of image communications apparatuses possessing a 
telephone number belonging to a first category of telephone numbers, a telephone 
number belonging to a second category of telephone numbers and a corresponding 
network address (Kamiyama, figure 1, items 1-31, 1-32, 1-41, 1-42), the method 
comprising the steps of: receiving in a first one of the plurality communication 
apparatuses a telephone number of a second one of the plurality of image communication 
apparatuses (Kamiyama, column 2, lines 34-43); judging whether said received telephone 
number corresponds to the first category of telephone numbers or to the second category 
of telephone numbers (Thornton, column 30, line 44 through column 31, line 7); 
attempting to acquire the network address corresponding to the telephone number of the 
second one of the image communication apparatuses if said telephone number is 
determined to belong to the first category of telephone numbers by referring to a first 
table storing the corresponding network address of each one of the plurality of image 
communications apparatuses and a relationship between each one of the telephone 
numbers belonging to the second category of telephone numbers and each one of the 
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corresponding network addresses (Kamiyama, figure 1, item 1-4 and column 5, lines 20- 
23, and Thornton, column 35, lines 56-63); attempting to acquire the network address 
corresponding to the telephone number of the second one of the image communication 
apparatuses if said telephone number is determined to belong to the second category of 
telephone numbers by referring to a second table storing the corresponding network 
address of each one of the plurality of image communications apparatuses and a 
relationship between each one of the telephone numbers belonging to the second category 
of telephone numbers and each one of the corresponding network addresses (Kamiyama, 
figure 1, item 1-4 and column 5, lines 20-23, and Thornton, column 35, lines 56-63); and 
transmitting said image to said second image communication apparatus via the computer 
network the based on the acquired network address if the network address is acquired 
(Kamiyama, abstract). 
• <Claim 36> 

The image communication method according to Claim 34, further comprising the step of: 
transmitting said image from said first image communication apparatus to said second 
image communication apparatus through one of a first telephone network and a second 
telephone network if said network address is not acquired (Thornton, column 6, line 61 
through column 7, line 6). 

Since the combination of Kamiyama and Thornton discloses all of the above limitations, claims 

29-36 are rejected. 
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Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Feder (U.S. Patent Number 5,872,845) disclosed a method for implementing facsimile 
transmission over data networks. 

• White et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,014,379) disclosed a method for call set up in which a 
domain name address may be used to establish a link through the Internet between the 
calling and called stations. 

• Freeman (U.S. Patent Number 6,020,980) disclosed a method for delivering facsimile 
messages to email addresses as object files attached to or inserted within email messages. 

• Yoshida et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,801,546) disclosed a method of communication 
between facsimile machines that uses the assignment of relay destinations to transmit 
data over an IP network. 

1 5. The applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in this 
office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). The 
applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor Lesniewski whose telephone number is 571-272-3987. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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